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Friday 22 May 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
Following the recent government announcement regarding a phased return to school for
some pupils, we have been working closely with Durham County Council to establish what is
right for our school. The council is supporting all schools in the county, to establish a pattern
and timeframe that works for them. They have provided a risk assessment, which is designed
to put the health and safety of children first and ensure each school mitigates, to the best of
their ability, risks associated with a phased return. With support from the council’s team of
dedicated staff, we have decided that the following approach best suits the needs of children
and families at Burnhope Primary School.This plan has been agreed by the Governors of
Burnhope Primary School.
Firstly, can I thank you all for your support since school closed to the majority of pupils on 20
March. I understand that this has been a very difficult time for families. Some of you I know
have suffered loss due to COVID-19 and all of us have had our life turned upside down. I
have heard of many acts of kindness within the Burnhope community and our team at school
are proud to be part of the Burnhope community. I often describe our school as having a
family atmosphere and now, more than ever, I want you to know that as part of our Burnhope
family, we care very much about you and your children and we want to support everyone to
get children back to school safely, to help their wellbeing as well as their education.
The government have requested that schools begin to re-open next month. Whilst we hope to
welcome back all children over the coming months we have to prioritise key worker children
and children from Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6.
Unless advised otherwise by the government, DfE or Durham Local Authority from Monday 1st
June we will continue to offer a place at school for the children of key workers. In addition to
this we will also be able to offer a place for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.
Unfortunately, after carrying out a rigorous risk assessment we do not feel that at this point
we can offer a place for Nursery aged children unless they are the child of a key worker. This
is because one of the measures to reduce risk is to limit the number of children within each
teaching space and increase staff to pupil ratios. Given that we have an open plan Early
Years Unit for Nursery and Reception we are unable to accommodate the usual number of
pupils and adhere to the guidance set out by the Department for Education. We have,
therefore, taken the difficult decision to only offer a place to all reception children at this point
in the re-opening process.
I appreciate the decision to send your child back to school is a difficult one to make and there
are many factors which you will be considering and worrying about. I have outlined a few
details below to help families make their decision and hopefully address some of your
concerns.

Organisation
From 1st June we will be operating a staggered start and end of the school day. The times
will be:

Reception
Y1
Year 6
Key Worker Drop
off

DROP OFF
9:10
9:00
8:50
8:50

PICK UP
3:10
3:00
2:50
3:15

LOCATION
EYFS gate
Main entrance
Pupil entrance
Main Entrance or
pupil entrance for
children in Y3,4,5

School will be closed for children, other than those of Key Workers, on Friday afternoons
(from 1pm) to allow for a deep clean of the school.
It is very important that only one adult accompanies a child/siblings to and from school,
regardless of their age, so that social distancing can be maintained. I do understand how hard
this may be in the early stages, particularly when children have not been coming to school
and may not be used to getting, up, dressed and having breakfast in a small timeframe.
However, it is also important that children are brought to school at their allotted times to
reduce unnecessary contact and if children do arrive outside of their time slot they will need to
come to the school office, socially distancing from others, and they will be taken to their group
by a member of staff. We also ask that parents pick up on time for the same reasons. Please
note that when children return to school they are expected to attend for full days (according to
their group) and on every day. This is to support both children and staff and to make the
current arrangements feasible for everyone.

What should my child wear?
We are asking parents not to dress their children in uniform but to wear casual clothes that
are clean on every day. This is following current guidance. Children are not permitted to bring
pencil cases or bags to school, apart from packed lunch boxes if required. They must bring a
water bottle with their name clearly marked. They should also bring sun cream which they can
apply themselves, again clearly marked as we anticipate spending a lot of time outside taking
part in a range of activities.

Where will my child be in school and who will teach them?
One of the advantages of being a small school is that we can, in the main, keep children with
their usual teacher or a member of staff who is very familiar to them.
Our Reception and key worker children from early years will be working in 2 groups across
the current early years room. These will be led by Mrs. Scott, Miss McLoughlin, Mrs Brown
and Mrs Thompson. This is a large space and the outdoor areas on both sides of the
classroom will be used to encourage the children to be as socially distant as possible.
The Year 1 children and key worker children from Year 1 & 2 will be working in Class 2. This
group will be led by Miss Peaker and Miss Shepherd.
The children of Key Workers from Y3, Y4, Y5 will be working with Mrs Atwill and Mrs Bell in
Class 3.
Year 6 will be working in Class 4 with Mrs Bryson.
We have additional space available in the hall if necessary. All groups will also be spending a
significant amount of time outside, making full use of our extensive grounds, they will be kept
in their own groups.
What safety measures are in place to protect my child?
The DfE guidance Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in
education and childcare settings recognises that for children of primary age they ‘cannot
be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff’. We will be discouraging
contact between children. However, for 1st aid or for some children with intimate care needs
close contact will be necessary.
However, we will ensure that:
• Children and staff avoid contact with anyone with symptoms
• Promote frequent handwashing and good hygiene e.g. blowing nose into a tissue
• Regular cleaning of rooms and equipment
• Minimising contact and mixing between groups of children.
The children will remain in their classroom and allocated outdoor space. All surfaces will be
wiped down regularly at the end of the day, including door handles, switches, toilet handles,
taps etc. We will do all we can to maintain a safe and clean school site and building.
For the children in Y1-Y6 we have distanced the desks to help promote social distancing. You
will notice from the photographs that equipment and soft furnishings including rugs have been
removed from classrooms. This is to aid with cleaning rooms each day. As well as surfaces
and equipment being cleaned daily, each week, classrooms will be deep cleaned. This
increased amount of cleaning we feel is necessary to ensure that we are doing all we can to
keep children and adults safe and the reason we will need to close at 1pm each Friday for all
children except the children of key workers.

What will the classrooms look like?

Class 1 Early Years Classroom

Class 2 Y1 & key worker children in Y2

Class 3 key worker children in Y3,4,5

Class 4 Y6
What will be the focus of lessons and home learning?
The main focus on return to school will be on wellbeing, ensuring pupils feel safe, happy and
comfortable back in school. Learning, while still important, will take on secondary importance
in the early stages. The planning and work prepared for the children who are in school will be
the same as that which is available for parents to access if their children remain at home. A
link to the weekly plan and resources for home learning will be sent out on Dojo on Monday
morning and accessed through our Home Learning Blog via our school website.
I know that many of you have had regular contact with staff through Dojo, however, staff will
not be available to communicate as frequently with parents as they may currently have been
doing because they will be teaching throughout the week. However, if there are any issues
requiring a prompt response, please contact school and we will do our best to respond
quickly. As a school we have always encouraged face-to-face communication. However, at
this time, we are asking parents and carers to communicate via email or phone whenever
possible to minimise the need for physical interactions unless this is necessary. We do not
want you to feel that we are trying to distance ourselves, we just want to minimise risk where
this is possible. We ask for your understanding at this time.

What will lunchtimes be like?
Groups will not mix at lunchtime and for the children in Early Years, Y1 & Y2 lunch will be
served in their classroom. Angela, our school cook will be opening our kitchen so a hot meal
will be available each day. Children can choose to bring a packed lunch if they wish. We will
need to wipe these down on arrival in school. We are very fortunate and have extensive
grounds. The children will have a zoned area in which to play throughout the day.

Our extensive grounds mean that there is plenty of space for outdoor learning
activities and active playtimes.

What can I expect around school?
There will be a one-way system around the outside of the building and parents will generally
not be allowed inside the building unless there is a specific reason that necessitates this. We
will have signs and markers in place to indicate the flow and we ask adults to observe social
distancing and to encourage their children to do so too. Now, more than ever, it is important
that everyone follows the correct procedures set up around school, to minimise risk for all of
us.

I hope I have covered the main issues here, but please get in touch if you have a specific
concern that I can help you with. We will work hard to do the very best we can to support both
you and your families through this challenging time.
We very much appreciated your response to the survey you sent back last week. In order that
we can further plan for groups, could you let us know your decision by Wednesday 27 May if
you previously answered ‘maybe’ to the survey or if you have changed your mind from your
original reply.
https://bit.ly/3bMHTGI

Yours sincerely

Mrs L Adamson
Headteacher

